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a general flight.    This irruption of the Goths
took place in the year 378.     Constantinople
was again exposed to a danger not less immi-
nent but a short  time   after the  glories  of
Justinian's reign, and the building of St. Sophia.
In the year 559 the Bulgarians and Sclavonians
crossed the Danube, which had been frozen over
by a winter of peculiar severity, and advanced
under the command of Zaborgan, through Ma-
cedonia and Thrace, till they had arrived within
twenty miles of the imperial city, at that time
left almost undefended by the absence of the
Eoman armies on the distant frontiers of Persia,
Africa, and Italy.    Justinian trembled in his
palace,, and commanded the sacred vessels of
gold and silver to be removed from the churches
in the suburbs.    In his service, however, he still
retained, though reluctantly, an aged warrior,
who had learned not to put 'hjs trust in princes,
but in whom the people put trust.   Belissarius,
for the last time, sought the field, attended by a
small and motley band of peasants and citizens,
whom Ms name inspired, and after a short